Tenzin Namgyal
After the passing away of H. H. the 16th Karmapa, the junior Secretary Tenzin Namgyal
created a great deal of trouble meddling within the administration (bla brang).
He associated himself with the administrations of Situ, Gyaltsap and Kongtrul then
traveled secretly to Delhi, Nepal and so forth in an attempt to persuade Ashok Burman
and Shamo Karpo to resign from their offices as Trustees. In punishment for this the
General Secretary and main trustee Topga Rinpoche dismissed him from his post in
1985.
From that year on he stayed in Kathmandu at the Thrangu monastery and didn't return to
Rumtek. His wife Tsheyag is Thrangu Rinpoche's sister.
Later, in 1993, once Situ had taken over by force the Rumtek monastery and all its
possessions, Situ appointed him General Secretary. Although he did subsequently take
in charge the office for a few years, he was not a legitimate General Secretary. He had
nonetheless since Tshurphu served as secretary to the 16th Karmapa, yet at the end his
situation became that of “neither fish nor fowl”.
Thrangu Rinpoche
Earlier in 1959, when he was unable to provide for himself, he entered the establishment
(khongs) of H.H. the 16th Karmapa. He stayed and accepted the position of Khenpo.
Later, in 1974, on the occasion of the opening of Tulku Urgyen's new monastery in
Kathmandu, when the Gyalwa Karmapa was invited to inaugurate and bestow the
empowerments of the Kagyu Ngagdzö, a permission was, at the request of Tulku
Urgyen, given for Thrangu Rinpoche to be – during one year alone – the instructor of
the Karika etc. at this newly established monastic community. After that, however,
Thrangu Rinpoche did not come back to Rumtek and started instead the work of building
his own new monastery in Kathmandu.
He did not offer a response to the letter H.H. Karmapa sent reminding him that he had to
come back to Rumtek. Finally, not even given a written reply, he sent through his sister's
spouse – the secretary Tenzin – an oral reply saying that even before in Tibet he had
been the lineage holder (bstan pa'i bdag po) of the Thrangu monastery and did not
belong to the Tshurphu establishment. He thus showed immeasurable contempt toward
H.H. Karmapa.
I heard that later, in response to a letter from H.H. Karmapa demanding him to serve as
Khenpo in the newly established Buddhist Academy (shes grwa) [in Rumtek], he wrote a
reply stating that he would come for a few months each year. I'm not sure if that is true,
and the 16th Karmapa has passed away.
Tenga Rinpoche
Earlier in 1960, Tenga Rinpoche went from Kathmandu to Kalimpong, and then to
Rumtek where he was granted an audience with H.H. the 16th Karmapa. He then
entered the establishement of the Gyalwa Karmapa.
Later, in 1969, he was nominated Vajracarya (rdo rje slop dpon) by the 16th Karmapa so
as to replace H.H.'s nephew, the Jewon Topga Rinpoche, who had become a layman.

However, in 1974, when H.H. the 16th Karmapa was in Kathmandu bestowing the Kagyu
Ngagdzö at Urgyen Tulku's monastery, a monk called Yakchen penetrated the office in
Rumtek and stole 15 000 Indian rupees. The staff caught Yakchen and kept him under
lock. Then Tenga Rinpoche requested them not to punish Yakchen this time, telling
them that he had dreamt of a lady shedding tears of blood from her eyes, saying that
"from now on the [Buddhist] doctrine will decline".
The staff discussed [the matter] and sent a letter to both H.H. the 16th Karmapa and the
General Secretary. It is rumored that the secretary Tenzin wrote a distorted story (zur
gtam), suggesting through the wording of the letter that the honorable Tenga was
suspected for certain to be behind this theft. However, the honorable General Secretary
came back with a letter from H.H. Karmapa stating, among other things, that it was
impossible for the honorable Vajracarya to reasonably be behind this.
Then the General Secretary had both Yakchen and his complice called Rinchen flogged.
Tenga Rinpoche immediately left for Darjeeling on pretense of his ill leg. After H.H. the
16th Karmapa had returned from Kathmandu to Sikkim, Tenga left Darjeeling for
Kathmandu. After that he never came back [to Rumtek].
Although he never returned to meet again with H.H. Karmapa who passed away in 1981,
in a video recently made by foreigners he claims that he went back to Rumtek and met
with H.H. and that he was then appointed by H.H. the teacher of a center in Malaysia.
We can prove that this is not at all true.
Chotrimpa Tenpa Rabgye
In the year 1973, one day without resigning from his post of disciplinarian (chos khrims)
he ran away from Rumtek. Finally he entered the Sakya College in Rajpur. After that, he
was also not able to ever see the Gyalwa Karmapa again.
Bargag Tulku
The 16th Karmapa himself said that Bargag Tulku had violated his samaya (the Buddhist
esoteric vows) and expelled him from his post of head cantor (dbu mdzad).

However in the meanwhile many members of the staff have passed away. Those who
were alive when H.H. the 17th Karmapa Trinley Thaye Dorje was recognized and later
when he was invested upon the golden throne at the sanctum of Vajrasana (Bodhgaya)
respected his [legitimacy]. Thus, in the name of those [among them] who have now
passed away, relatives have, acting as witness, signed for them.
Similarly many among those on Urgyen Trinley Rinpoche’s side who respected his
[legitimacy] at that time have now passed away. This is a similarity in common.

